








in teaching hospitals. The study did not include other public
health care facilities like PHC and district hospitals. The
maternal mortatity n teaching hospitals s bound to be
nigh because all complicared and high risk cases finally
end up in teaching hospitals. The data includes maternal
death in numerator but does not include deliveries
referring centres o the denominator. Inspite of the
discrepancy 1 data [rom teaching hospitals, there is no
doubt that maternal mortality 1s very low in private
institutions. The possible reasons are that women going
to private clinics arc more educa 1, coming from upper

socto-economic class, well nourished and the

complications are detected carly because of more

antenatal visits and promptness in health care.
onclusions

There 1s not adequate data about obstetric
rmance it ivate clinies. The socio-economic profile
omen going to private clinies is different from the
nroiile of women going to public hospitals. The women
uoiny to private clinics register early i pregnancy, make
more antenatal visits, have better haemoglobin status and
are well nourished. They do not have transport and
communication problems. There is no shortage of drugs

or other life saving facilities. Of course there are small

Obstetrical performance 1 Private Sceto

private clinics where there i1s no facility to deal with high
risk obstetric problems. But such patients are referred to

better health care facility in time by the practising doctor
Acknowledgement

The author 1s thankiul to Dr. € S Dawn and
NARCHTI for the financial support for this project. I am
very grateful to all participating doctors from private clinics
who provided unflinching support for this study by
diligently sending the checked {orms in time and providing
all the encouragement to me for this study. The sticcess
of the study is because ot my professional colleagues i
private practice.

References

Bhatt R. V. Maternal Mortality m India. WHO-FOGSI
Study. J. Obst. Gyn. India 47: 207; 1997,

THe dOURNAL OF OBSTETRICS AND (i NAECOLOGY OF INDIA

Vol 50 No 3 Oct 2000 14



